Fayetteville State University

College of Basic and Applied Sciences

Department of Criminal Justice

Welcome to CRJC 361-1, Comparative Criminal Justice.  This is the syllabus for the course.  Read it carefully as it outlines everything that will be required for you to be successful in this course.  Please note that the content of this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Any changes will be provided to the student in writing.

I.
Locator Information
Course:

CRJC 361-1, Comparative Criminal Justice
Term:


Fall 2006

Credit Hours:

3

Location:

Butler Building 211 (2:00 pm – 3:15 pm)

Instructor:

Dr. Keith A. Wilmot

Office Location:
75 Joyner Hall
Office Telephone:
(910) 672-2212 or (910) 672-1478
Email:


kwilmot@uncfsu.edu

Office Hours

Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday (8:00 am – 11:00 am) or,



by appointment.

II.
Course Description

This course is a theory-based comparison of the American criminal justice system with a number of selected criminal justice systems from around the world. Emphasis will be placed on how the social organization of a specific society affects the definition of crime and the administration of justice.  International perspectives of policing, courts, and corrections will be studied to determine variations across countries.  Specific topics such as transnational crime, terrorism, and border policing as a result of migration and immigration will be explored in a global perspective to determine if the United States significantly differs from other countries in the method, intensity, and focus of public policy.   

III.  
Required Textbooks

Reichel, P.L. (2005).  Comparative Criminal Justice Systems.  4th Edition, McGraw Hill.

Marshal, Ineke Haen, ed. (1997).  Minorities, Migrants, and Crime:  Diversity and Similarity Across Europe and the United States.  Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications.
IV.
Course Objectives

In this course, students will:

A.
become familiar with the institutions and practices of different criminal justice systems (police, courts, corrections).

B.
examine the relationship between foreign legal systems and the multi-cultural social-political-economic contexts in which they operate.
C.
explore how definitions of criminal responsibility differ among countries.

D.
study the similarities and differences in both substantive law and procedural law as they pertain to foreign legal traditions.
E.
to critique the effect that minorities and migrants have on foreign crime and how their treatment differs from U.S. policy in border policing.
 
F.
to evaluate the role terrorism and transnational crime play within the parameters of a global setting.
V.
Evaluation Categories and Grading Scale

Evaluation Categories






Points
Attendance




Mandatory

Class Participation



 50 points (12.5%)

Quizzes/In-class writing assignments

 50 points (12.5%)

Exams





300 (3 exams @ 100 points = 75%)


Total = 400 points (100%)

Grading Scale


A =  368 - 400
B =  328 - 367
C =  288 - 327
D =  248 - 287
F =  Below 247
VI.
Course Requirements

A.        Attendance
            Attendance is mandatory.  Class absences will be excused only when valid

            documentation is provided for serious illness, family emergencies, or participation

            in university sponsored activities.  Students must notify the instructor of the

            reason for their absence at the earliest possible opportunity, preferably prior to 

            the absence.  Excessive absences (4 or 5) will result in a reduction in the

            student's overall grade for the course by one letter grade.  Six or more absences

            will result in course failure.

 

B.         Class Participation
            Even though this is a lecture-based course, students will often be asked to

engage in discussion of the subject matter.  Students are expected to come to class prepared to engage in class discussion, and to show courtesy to classmates and to the instructor in word and in deed.  Students who are always present, prepared, engaged and courteous can expect to receive 100% for Class Participation.  Students will be notified of their tentative Class Participation grade early in the semester so that, if necessary, they may take steps to improve their grade in this category.

C. 
Exams
There will be three (3) exams worth 100 points per exam.  Each exam will consist of either multiple-choice, true/false, and/or short answer questions.  There will be five quizzes and/or in-class writing assignments worth 10 points each.  This represents an additional 50 points total for the quizzes and/or in-class reading assignments.  The substance of the questions will come from class lectures, readings, video presentations, and the text.  There will be a substantial review prior to each major exam.  Make-up exams will only be given in the event of unforeseen emergency circumstances. The instructor must be notified immediately of these circumstances and may request documentation of these circumstances.  There are a maximum of 400 total points – the grade breakdown is indicated above.  The instructor reserves the right to either deny or re-schedule the time and date of the make-up exam. 
VII.
Course Schedule

Dates

Topics





Reading Assignments

8/24

Introduction and Overview

8/29

An International Perspective


Reichel: Chapter 1
8/31

Recent Immigrants and Criminal Aliens
Marshall:  pgs. 19-31

Theoretical Issues



Lecture Notes
9/5

Crime, Transnational Crime, and Justice
Reichel:  Chapter 2
9/7

Measuring and Comparing Crime in and 



Across Nations



Lecture Notes
9/12

An American Perspective on Criminal Law
Reichel:  Chapter 3
9/14

Six Model Nations:  England, France,


Germany, China, Japan, Saudi Arabia
Lecture Notes
9/19

Legal Traditions



Reichel:  Chapter 4
9/21

Substantive Law and Procedural Law





in the Four Legal Traditions


Reichel:  Chapter 5

9/26

Legal Actors in the Model Systems

Reichel: Chapter 7 


of justice




(pages 231-261); plus,









Lecture Notes
9/28

Review
10/3

Exam 1
10/5

An International Perspective on Policing
Reichel:  Chapter 6
10/10

Border Policing



Lecture Notes


Minorities, Crime, and Criminal Justice 



In Britain




Marshall:  Chapter 2



Minorities, Crime, and Criminal Justice



In Spain




Marshall:  Chapter 8

10/12

Fall Break
10/17

Minorities, Crime, and Criminal Justice



in France




Marshall:  Chapter 6



Minorities, Crime, and Criminal Justice



In the Netherlands



Marshall:  Chapter 9



Minorities and Crime in Europe 

and the United States:  

More Similar than Different


Marshall:  Chapter 10

10/19

An International Perspective on Courts
Reichel:  Chapter 7

10/24

The Sentencing Process                      
Lecture Notes
10/26

An International Perspective on Corrections
Reichel:  Chapter 8

10/31

Prison Policy in Six Model Nations    
Lecture Notes
11/2

Film: China Prison Systems
11/7

Review


11/9

Exam 2
11/14

An International Perspective on Juvenile
Reichel:  Chapter 9 



Justice
11/16

Japan:  Examples of Effectiveness 

Reichel:  Chapter 10

and Borrowing
11/21

Terrorism




Lecture Notes
11/23

Thanksgiving
11/28

Terrorism in Model Nations


Lecture Notes
11/30

Transnational Organized Crime and 


Drug Trafficking

12/5

Developments in Transnational Crime 


Justice





Lecture Notes

12/7

Review
12/12

Exam Week (Time and date will conform to the university schedule).
VIII.

Teaching Strategies

The class will be presented predominately in a lecture and discussion format.  Student interaction is greatly encouraged.  Presentations and discussion questions will be in PowerPoint format which will be available on the following websites: FSU Blackboard and www.keithwilmot.com (both websites are unavailable to start; however, they should be up and running soon).  This way you can either refresh your notes in case of an excused absence.   The schedule is flexible and the exam dates are tentative (except the final exam date which is determined by the university).
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