California University of Pennsylvania
Department of Justice, Law & Society
Justice Studies Division
Spring 2010
Dr. Keith A. Wilmot 

Office: Azorsky 117
Office Hours:
MW:  8:00 pm – 9:00 am 
T/Th:  8:00 pm – 9:30 am 
Or, by Appointment

Office phone:  724-938-5865 or, 
724–938–4424 (main office)
Fax:  724-938-4265
wilmot@calu.edu

A.  PROTOCOL

Course Name:  Criminal Law
Course Number:  JUS 375
Credits:  3
Prerequisites:  None
Class Hours:  TR: 2:00 pm – 3:15 pm
Location:  Eberly Hall 246 

B.  OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE

In this course, students will:

1. critically examine the nature and limits of criminal law in America.

1. explore the general principles of criminal liability, e.g., actus reus, mens rea.

1. study specific crimes against person, property, public order, and the state.

1. evaluate defenses of criminal liability, e.g., justifications and excuse.

1. engage in an interactive text/case approach whereby students apply principles explained in the text to specific facts of a real case.

1. formulate their own interpretations of the facts and opinions of specific cases and determine how they would apply to real-life events.

1. focus on the principles, doctrines, and rules of criminal law with an eye towards policy as well as the technical knowledge needed by lawyers.  
C. COURSE DESCRIPTION
An introduction to substantive criminal law that reviews the social, philosophical and legal foundations of criminal codification, the course also covers the historical development of criminal law in the U.S. Other subject matter includes parties to crimes, including principals/accessories, criminal capacity, criminal elements (e.g., mens rea and actus reus), and the specific crimes against person, property and public order. Lastly, the course captures criminal law from the defendant's perspective by reviewing the accused’s mental states, potential defenses and uses of mitigation. (3 credits) (University Catalog).
D.  OUTLINE OF THE COURSE
Weeks 1 thru 5: 
Chapter One – The Nature and Limits of Criminal Law in U.S. Society
Chapter Two – Constitutional Limits on Criminal Law
Chapter Three – The General Principles of Criminal Liability: Actus Reus
Chapter Four – The General Principles of Criminal Liability: Mens Rea, Concurrence, and Causation
Review
EXAM 1 (February 23rd – tentative).

Weeks 6 thru 9
Chapter Five – Defenses to Criminal Liability: Justification
Chapter Six – Defenses to Criminal Liability: Excuse
Chapter Seven – Parties to Crime and Vicarious Liability
Review
EXAM 2 (March 30th – tentative)

Weeks 10 thru 15
Chapter Eight - Inchoate Crimes: Attempt, Conspiracy, and Solicitation
Chapter Nine – Crime Against Person I: Criminal Homicide
Chapter Ten – Crimes Against Person II: Criminal Sexual Assault, Bodily Injury, and Personal Restraint
Chapter Thirteen – Crimes Against the State
April 29th:  Finish chapter material and review for the final exam

FINAL EXAM:  date will conform to Cal U’s final exam schedule during the week of May 3rd – May 7th.

Important Dates:
January 18th: Martin Luther King Day: No Class
March 8th – 12th: Spring Break
April 2nd – 4th:  Easter Break
April 30th – Reading Day:  No Class

E.  TEACHING METHODOLOGY
The class will be presented predominately in a lecture and discussion format.  Student interaction is greatly encouraged.  Presentations and discussion questions will be in PowerPoint format which will be available on the following websites: Cal U Blackboard and www.keithwilmot.com.  This way you can either refresh your notes in case of an excused absence.  The speed in which we cover the material will be determined by the overall class comprehension of the major issues within each chapter; therefore, the schedule is somewhat flexible.  As a result, the exam dates are tentative (except the final exam date which is determined by the university).  The instructor reserves the right to make any changes to this syllabus with appropriate notification in advance to all students, both in class and on blackboard.
F.  TEXT
Criminal Law; Ninth Edition, Joel Samaha, Thompson/Wadsworth, 2008.
G.  ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
There will be three exams worth 100 points per exam.  Each exam will consist of multiple-choice, true/false, short answer, and case briefs.  The substance of the questions will come from class lectures, PowerPoint presentations, video reviews, and the text.  Thirty percent of each exam will come from the case brief portion of the test (forty percent on the last exam).  Review terms will be handed out prior to each test.  
  
Make-up exams will only be given in the event of unforeseen emergency circumstances. The instructor must be notified immediately of these circumstances and may request documentation of these circumstances.  The instructor reserves the right to either deny or re-schedule the time and date of the make-up exam. Any student that has a conflict with a test date should see the instructor prior to the exam. 

 Grading will be determined by the following grading scale.  Extra credit – none.

Grading is as follows:  

Total Point Grade Scale

100	1st exam		270-300 = A
100	2nd exam		240-269 = B
100	3rd exam		210-239 = C
				180-209 = D
300 Total Points				179 or less = F




H.  ACCOMMODATIONS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
The Department of Justice, Law & Society does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s disability as required by the American with Disabilities Act.  Students who require special accommodations due to a disability must register with the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) each semester to receive accommodations.  A student with a disability will present the OSD Accommodation Approval Notice to faculty when requesting accommodations that involve the faculty.  Students are expected to adhere to OSD procedures for self-identifying, providing documentation and requesting accommodations in a timely manner. The OSD is located in Azorsky Building, room 105; phone: 724-938-5781; and fax: 724-938-4599.
I.  CLASS POLICIES
Attendance, Classroom Participation and Behavior:

Attendance is encouraged and students are expected to attend class regularly.  Non-attendance will definitely affect the student’s final grade.  In addition, participation in class discussion is essential to this class, therefore, unexcused absences may also affect a student’s grade.  Even though this is a lecture-based course, students will often be asked to engage in discussion of the subject matter.  To address classroom behavior, students are expected to come to class on time and be prepared to engage in class discussion.  In respect to classmates and the instructor, cell phones will be turned off during class, there will be no text messaging, and if a student feels that it is necessary to take a call then the student shall leave and not return while the lecture is in progress (quite simply, there will be no coming and going during class to take cell phone calls – deal with it).  You can use your laptop to take notes however; I may ask to see your notes at the end of class.  In other words, if the laptop is not for note taking, leave it at home or in your backpack.  If there is a special circumstance, see me before class.  iPods will be turned off as well.

Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism: 

University regulations regarding academic misconduct, as set forth in the Student Code of Conduct or University policy will be strictly enforced.  Any student caught cheating will receive an F for the course. 
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