UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS – DALLAS CAMPUS

DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE

COURSE SYLLABUS – SPRING 2005

TOPICS IN CRIMINAL JUSTICE
RACE, ETHNICITY, AND CRIME

Wednesday 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

NTSC 143
KEITH A. WILMOT, Ph.D.

Office: 130 J – Dallas Campus

Office Hours:  Monday & Wednesday 12:00 pm – 4:00 pm (Dallas Campus)

Tuesday & Thursday 12:30 pm – 1:30 pm (Denton Campus)

Or, by Appointment

Office Phone:  972-780-3619

kwilmot@scs.unt.edu
“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

Martin Luther King Jr. (1963)
Required Texts: 
 The Color of Justice: Race, Ethnicity, and Crime in America, 3rd edition.  Samuel Walker, Cassia Spohn, and Miriam DeLone.  Wadsworth; 2004. 
Images of Color, Images of Crime, 2nd edition.  Coramae Richey Mann and Marjorie S. Zatz.  Roxbury; 2002.
Course Description:  The focus of this course is to study the nature and extent of racial and ethnic issues as they pertain to crime in America.  Furthermore, the class will attempt to distinguish the variability in past and existing criminal justice practices at each stage of the criminal justice system for minority groups.   For example, people of color are disproportionately represented at every stage of the criminal justice system, from arrest through incarceration.  Over time, the complexity of this dilemma has been explained from a wide range of possibilities, i.e., from the disproportionate involvement in crime by minorities to the overt discrimination of various racial and ethnic groups by criminal justice officials. Therefore, the objective of the course is to examine prior research, discuss various theories of cultural behavior, and identify established patterns and trends that portray the role race and ethnicity play in America’s crime problem.  As a result, the final goal is to enhance the student’s knowledge and understanding of the complex and contextual concerns of disparity and discrimination in the criminal justice system and the political policies that drive these issues.
Attendance: Students are expected to attend class regularly and non-attendance will dramatically reduce the student’s final grade.  For example, participation in both class discussion and presentations is essential to this class, therefore, unexcused absences will affect a student’s grade accordingly.
Grading Criteria:  There will be three (3) papers due during the course of the semester and one (1) presentation.  Each paper will conform to the writing style exhibited in the journal Criminology.  The papers will be typed, 7-10 pages in length (not including references), double spaced, numbered and centered at the bottom of the page, number 12 font, and “Times New Roman” font style.  The subject matter of each paper will be designated by the instructor and the final paper will be presented in class.  Papers handed in after the due date will receive a loss of one grade, i.e., from an “A” to a “B,” unless there has been an authorized excuse.  Class participation may have an affect on the overall grade.  In other words, the instructor reserves the privilege to use class participation as a means to determine a final grade for those students that find themselves between an “A” or “B,” or between a “B” or “C.”
Academic Dishonesty and Plagiarism: University regulations regarding academic misconduct, as set forth in the Student Code of Conduct will be strictly enforced.  Any student caught cheating will receive an “F” for the course. 

ADA Statement:  The Department of Criminal Justice does not discriminate on the basis of an individual’s disability, as required by the American with Disabilities Act.  Attempts will be made to accommodate anyone with a documented disability.  Please let me know in advance of exams or other class requirements so that I have time to send exams or other materials to ODA.

The Schedule and Course Outline
January 19th:  Introduction

January 26th:  Chapter One:  Color of Justice and Section One:  Images of Color.
February 2nd:  Chapter Two:  Color of Justice.
February 9th:   Section Two:  Images of Color. 
February 16th:  Section Three:  Images of Color.
February 23rd:  Chapter Three:  Color of Justice
March 2nd:       Chapter Four:  Color of Justice
March 9th:       Chapter Five:  Color of Justice. 

First Paper Due.
March 16th:     No class – Spring break.
March 23rd:     Chapter Six:  Color of Justice.
March 30th:     Chapter 7:  Color of Justice.
April 6th:         Chapter 8:  Color of Justice.
Second Paper Due.
April 13th:       Chapter 9:  Color of Justice.
April 20th:
Section Four:  Images of Color.
April 27th:  
The War on Drugs:  Readings.
May 4th:           Presentation.
May 11th:   
Final Paper Due.
Additional Readings: These readings will be assigned in conjunction with the readings from the required texts.  Copies of these additional readings will be on reserve in the library.
Brown, Craig M. and Barbara D. Warner, (1995).  “The Political Treat of Immigrant Groups and Police Aggressiveness in 1900.”

Chambliss, William J., (1995).  “Crime Control and Ethnic Minorities:  Legitimizing Racial Oppression by Creating Moral Panics.”

Chiricos, Theodore G. and Charles Crawford, (1995).  “Race and Imprisonment:  A Contextual Assessment of the Evidence.”

Hawkins, Darnell F., (1995).  “Ethnicity, Race, and Crime:  A Review of Selected Studies.” 
Hawkins, Darnell F., (1987).  “Beyond Anomalies:  Rethinking the Conflict Perspective on Race and Criminal Punishment.”

Hawkins, Darnell, F., (1987).  “Devalued Lives and Racial Stereotypes:  Ideological Barriers to the Prevention of Family Violence Among Blacks.”

Kennedy, Randal, 1997.  Race, Crime, and the Law.  New York:  Vintage Books.

Chapter Ten:  Race, Law, and Punishment:  The War on Drugs
Mauer, Mark, 1999.  Race to Incarcerate.  New York: The New Press.

Chapter One:  The Race to Incarcerate 

Chapter Five: The Prison Crime Connection

Chapter Eight:  The War on Drugs and the African American Community

Moses, Earl R., (1947). “Differentials in Crime Rates Between Negroes and Whites, Based on Comparisons of Four Socio-Economically Equated Areas.”

Snyder-Joy, Zoann K., (1995).  “Self-Determination and American Indian Justice:  Tribal versus Federal Jurisdiction on Indian Lands.”

Tatum, Becky, (1994).  “The Colonial Model as a Theoretical Explanation of Crime and Delinquency.”

Tonry, Michael, 1995.  Malign Neglect:  Race, Crime, and Punishment in America.  New York:  Oxford University Press.

Chapter Three:  Race and the War on Drugs
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